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The 2007 Joint Conference on Health is Just 

Around the Corner 

Get ready, get set…the 2007 Joint Conference 
on Health/Annual Education Conference is on 
its way.  The 2007 Conference will be held Oc-
tober 8-10 at the Yakima Convention Center in 
sunny Yakima. A pre-conference workshop will 
be held on Sunday October 7th.   
 
 This is our Joint Conference. We have 
the opportunity to meet with over 600 public 
health professionals. Some are in public prac-
tice, others in the private sector. Great speakers 
have been secured. Many Environmental 
Health and Public Health tracts are being of-
fered each day. The General Membership meetings will be held and social events will 
keep you engaged into the evening. New officers will take their places to lead our or-
ganizations. 
 
 It has been a long summer and it is time to meet with your peers and recharge 
your professional batteries. This opportunity is not to be missed. Exhibitors will be on 
hand to show you the latest developments in many of the Public Health arenas, allow-
ing you to keep up with the available technologies. 
 
Highlights this year include plenary sessions from: 
 
Howard Frumkin—     Director National Center of Environmental Health and  

  Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
Mary Selecky —        Secretary, Washington State Department of Health   
Gregg Grunenfelder—   Assisstant Secretary for Environmental Health, Washington 
    State Department of Health  
Rob Blake —   National Environmental Health Association President  
Debbie Klein Walker—  American Public Health Association President 
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Friday, January 10th, 2008 

Keep the Articles Coming!! 
 
WSEHA is proud of the newsletter we  
provide to our members, but it only  
happens because of your contributions. 
 
If there is news happening where you work let us 
know. Remember this is your newsletter, help us 
keep it coming! 

WSEHA Newsletter 

Send newsletter submittals, article ideas,  
opinions (good or bad) to: 

Jonathan Freed at  
dodgerjon@hotmail.com 
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 With Glen Patrick leading other state health staff efforts, the training survey tool 
for environmental health is finally available on the Department of Health web page. 
The link to take you to it is below. Click on this link and you will be taken to the survey. 
This survey tool has taken the better part of two years to prepare. Many offered input 
into its preparation, and we previewed/tested it at a few local health departments 
where deficiencies were detected. This survey instrument is believed to be able to 
guide the efforts of the WSEHA board, education committee, WSPHA and DOH in put-
ting together training efforts to serve you and help us all better serve our communities. 
  
 This survey is intended to demonstrate where and what kind of training is 
needed by the currently practicing environmental health professions of Washington. 
This effort can only succeed if you participate and urge your colleagues to participate. 
If you know someone involved in environmental health, public or private sector, see if 
they would like to participate. 
  
 This has been a key effort of mine since I became president in May, 2005. If you 
don’t like to do on-line surveys, call me. I will send you a hard-copy form that you can 
complete and mail in. I will make every effort to see you have an opportunity to partici-
pate. 
  
 The primary mission of WSEHA is to enhance the profession through training 
efforts. Two stated objectives are ―to increase the knowledge and efficiency of its mem-
bers,‖ and ―to increase opportunities for professional development of its members‖. 
The education committee is committed to work with all public health organizations to 
see that the training needs identified are addressed. WSEHA will NOT duplicate the 
efforts of others, but will work to be sure that all identified training needs are provided 
for. 
  
 Please take the time to complete the survey immediately (in the next ten days, 
at least) so your professional organization can start to address your needs. Simply 
click on the link listed below to begin. 
 
Mike Vinatieri  
WSEHA President 

 
 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ehtraining-survey.htm 

At Long Last The Training Survey is Ready!  

 

Your Input is CRITICAL  
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Mike Vinatieri WSEHA President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And other presentations… Continued on page 4 
Continued from page 1 

 
1) A strong food safety track, including: 

*Barbara Cassens with the FDA reporting on the results of the investiga-
tion of the spinach-related E.coli 0157:H7 outbreak in 2006. 
*Shirley Bohm with FDA to discuss produce related outbreaks and food 
safety interventions. 
*All the latest from the food safety team at the Washington State Depart-
ment of Health including information and lessons learned from recent 
outbreaks throughout the state. 

 
2) A pre-conference session on October 7 from 11a.m to 5 p.m. covering Com-

munity Environmental Health Assessment. There is no cost for attending 
this session but pre-registration is required! Please note that conference 
scholarships are available as an incentive for those who attend this pre-
conference session. Contact Marnie Boardman at 360-236-3245 or visit  

 http://www.wspha.org/JCH_CEHA_PreConference.htm. 
 
3)  A planned post-conference session outlining a model performance-based on

-site sewage control regulation presented by National On-Site Wastewater 
Recycling Association (NOWRA). There is no cost for attending this session 
but pre-registration is required! 

 
4)  The always interesting International Health Committee presentation and si-
lent auction. 
 
5)  A wine tasting/social event. 
 
6)  Lots of opportunities for cross training in other public health disciplines. 
 
7)  And much more. 

 
Prepare to get your CEUs in Yakima. 
 
To register and view the entire Conference Program go to www.wspha.org 
 
Tom Kunesh AEC Speaker Chair 

2007 Joint Conference on Health  

WSEHA and WSPHA  

ñPartners Promoting Public Healthò 
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The Washington State Environmental Health Association (WSEHA) International 
Health Committee (IHC) and the Washington State Public Health Association 
(WSPHA) are preparing for the seventh annual IHC Silent Auction at the Washington 
State Joint Conference on Health to take place Monday, October 8, 2007 in Yakima. 
This year proceeds will fund a well and family latrines for a village in India. This work is 
being conducted by the nonprofit organization Water 1st International. Further informa-
tion on their project work in this area of India is located at http://water1st.org/work/
india/update.html. 
 
The Sunderban region of West Bengal in India is one of the most impoverished regions 
of the entire Indian sub-continent. Ninety-four percent of the people live below the pov-
erty line as subsistence fisherman. Many villagers must walk two miles to find water 
from unprotected ponds, canals, and marshes. The shallow wells are too saline for 
drinking. As a result, 65% of the children in the region suffer from diarrheal illnesses, 
permanently damaging their mental and physical development. 
 
With your help, we hope to raise at least $3,965 at the silent auction. This amount will 
provide one village in the Sunderban region with a drilled well and hand pumps for ob-
taining safe water. Individual household pit latrines will also be constructed. House-
holds participating in the project will elect a water committee to manage the project. 
Volunteer plumbers from the community will be trained to operate and maintain the 
hand pumps. Water 1st International also helps organize women’s self-help groups in 
which members take on leadership roles on the water committee and play an essential 
part in other activities, such as income generation and savings groups. 
 
We are asking you to help by donating an item or a service. Every penny goes to in-
country project costs.  I have enclosed a Contribution Form for you to complete with 
information about your possible donation.  The donated items will be on display in the 
Silent Auction room on Monday, October 8th. 
 
Donations of auction items (or cash!) are tax-deductible.  If you have any questions 
please call Frank Meriwether (360) 236-30361, frank.meriwether@doh.wa.gov or Bon-
nie Latham at (360) 337-4701.  In order to adequately plan for this fundraiser, please 
return the Contribution Form by September 15th to Frank Meriwether, 221 Foote Street 
NW, Olympia, WA 98502.  
 
Your participation in the Silent Auction will make a difference in the lives of many. I 
thank you in advance for your support, 
 
Frank Meriwether  
Co-Chair, WSEHA International Health Committee  

International Health Committee 2007 Project:  

Water 1st International  

javascript:ol('http://water1st.org/work/india/update.html');
javascript:ol('http://water1st.org/work/india/update.html');
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In May of 2005 at Spokane, I accepted the gavel from Dennis Campbell and began my 
term as your President. I fully expected to turn the gavel over to Dave Riggs at the very 
successful Annual Education Conference (AEC) in Vancouver. That AEC will rank with 
the best WSEHA has provided. On the way there, NEHA selected Dave Riggs to be 
their Regional Vice-President and he was not allowed to serve both offices by NEHA 
by-laws. The train went through Vancouver and I continued on as President. Dave has 
done an excellent job of representing the Northwest on the NEHA board, but he owes 
me big time. 
 As I began meeting with Rick Porso and Jeff Mero to resolve swimming pool 
manual issues, the potential to combine our AEC with the WSPHA joint conference 
presented itself. As both boards discussed the opportunity, strong support evolved. 
Two actions resulted from those meetings. The WSPHA board generously resolved 
swimming pool manual issues which resulted in WSEHA assuming all ownership, 
(more on this later). Both boards agreed to share the efforts for a joint conference Oc-
tober 8-10, 2007 in Yakima. The WSEHA-AEC was put on hold for May, 2007. 
 In about one month we will be able to step back and evaluate the wisdom of that 
decision. The success of this venture was made possible by significant efforts of 
WSEHA and WSPHA boards and event chair-people. Only with the support of the 
membership will success be achieved. If you haven’t decided to attend in Yakima, or 
just haven’t taken the time to register, please do so now. At least three Environmental 
Health tracts and six Public Health tracts will be available to you. The National On-Site 
Wastewater Recycling Association (NOWRA) will be presenting the performance stan-
dards for septic systems that they authored for the EPA. This may be the only opportu-
nity to attend this presentation on the west coast or in the northwest. If you only attend 
this one day session, it will be at no cost to you. This session will run from 8:30 AM to 
4:00 PM Wednesday, October 10. Encourage septic system designers and installers 
you know to attend. They will be welcomed! 
 As the 2006 AEC ended, I resolved myself to continue on as your President. I 
was extremely fortunate to have Ned Therien accept the President-elect office. With 
the agreement to not do an AEC in 2007 in lieu of a joint conference, the general mem-
bership meeting was moved to October, 2007. My two-year term evolved into 28 
months, but I’m not complaining, (much). 
 The swimming pool manual issues were resolved with WSPHA and we began to 
deal with NEHA. Their accounting and marketing was extremely disappointing. Unfor-
tunately, NEHA management took no responsibility for their poor performance and 
chose to blame the manual. They made over $17,000 on this effort, but felt it best if 
they returned the unsold manuals and close the books on the ―cooperative‖ effort. I 
had to point out that a significant number of manuals were not accounted for. Their re-
ports and records were provided to us and I spent several hours trying to understand 
them. At last, we agreed that the unaccounted manuals would be paid for by NEHA 
and we closed the books. I will not support a similar effort with NEHA while I am on the 
board. NEHA does many good things for EHS/Sanitarians world-wide, but they are not 
ready to become the voice of all sanitarians by replacing local organizations.  
 

 

.HJD 7HM@SHDQH½R -@RS 1QDRHCDMSR $NQMDQ 
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A Guide For Safe and Healthy Operation of Swimming and 

Spa Pools 
 
Manuals are available to Washington State residents for $25 or $20 
when purchasing 10 or more. WSEHA member rate is $20 per manual. 
Please make check payable to WSEHA and mail to:  
4617 144th Place S.E., Snohomish, WA 98296-6916 

That being said, as we move to training opportunities in Environmental Health, hope-
fully as a result of the training survey currently available, NEHA offerings must be con-
sidered. NEHA does offer some of the best training available, and where appropriate, 
we will incorporate that training into our efforts. 
 The training survey is now ready for our in-put. You may want to click back to 
previous WSEHA newsletters to see why this is critical. We must be trained well to effi-
ciently apply our practice to the betterment of our communities. One-third (over 33%) 
of the current EH managers and administrators will be retiring (hopefully more suc-
cessfully than I) from the workforce in the next five years. Are you ready to assume a 
leadership role? Are your peers? How do we get ready? Hold that thought…Now go fill 
out the survey so we can do our job as WSEHA! 
 The survey tool, the swimming pool issues and the joint conference have con-
sumed much of my term at WSEHA. As I exit, I want to thank the Board for their efforts 
and support. Ned Therien, Dave Riggs, Ross Lytle, Carol Spaulding, Vikki Brus, Geof-
frey Crofoot, Jodie Holdcroft, Don Leaf and Bruce Scherling, Thank-you so much. To 
our committee chairs Tom Kunesh, Richard Pedlar, Frank Meriwether, Eric Evans,Don 
Leaf and Ross Lytle, my thanks to you. A special thanks goes to Jonathan Freed for 
his work on the newsletter, Tom Kunesh (AEC Joint Conference) and Dick Pedlar 
whose effors save us big dollars at the AEC and Joint Conference. And thank you 
Kathy Kondakjian for keeping the wheels on the vehicle and Joint Conference coordi-
nation. I believe we have had a successful two years in spite of me. 
 There is much to be done, Ned! I will be there for you, as you were there for 
me. The future begs to find ways to activate and re-instill passion for Public Health in 
our peers. We must evaluate the roles and sustainability of this organization, the regis-
tration board, WSPHA, NEHA and others. Is it time to adapt? How will we deal with the 
retirement of such a large element of our profession? Is it time to be actively involved 
or shall we be content to be observers? These are choices we have to evaluate. To 
each and every one of you, thank-you for being who you are and for all that you do. 
After 35 years in Environmental Health, I would do it all again, but I would do it better. I 
truly believe in our profession and I believe it creates better community. Isn’t that why 
we are here? 
 
Mike Vinatieri  
Soon to be Past WSEHA President 

 

Presidents Corner Continued 
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Bruce Scherling is the sanitarian responsible for all the environmental health programs 
in Skamania County and the current Southwest Regional Vice-President for 
WSEHA.  Bruce quit high school in the ninth grade and started building custom cabi-
nets.  Eventually he had his general contractor license for residential and commercial 
construction.  Fourteen years after leaving high school, he obtained his GED, followed 
by an Associate of Science degree from Coeur d’Alene 's  North Idaho College and a 
Bachelor in Civil Engineering from the University of Idaho, Moscow.  After working as a 
private consultant in on-site systems, he took a job as interim director of a SW Washing-
ton environmental health department.  Listed in Who’s Who in America for the past two 
years, Bruce brings a unique blend of energy,  enthusiasm , and experience to 
WSEHA.  He understands those who work in the front lines of public health, the need 
for effective outreach, and those tasked with decision processes of management and 
policy makers.  He is a generalist Registered Sanitarian and does everything 
from  emergency response planning to on-site system inspections and illness investiga-

 
Its election time! WSEHA must say goodbye to long time treasurer Carol Spaulding 
who has done a wonderful job of managing the financials. In addition it is time to elect 
a new president. As Ned Therien steps into the job of president Mike Vinatieri will end 
his reign as WSEHA President and replace Dave Riggs as Past President. Mike has 
done a great job of leading this organization through a multitude of challenges and we 
are better off because of all his hard work. 

Thank you Mike and Carol 

WSEHA Board 

Jonnie Hyde has been Public Health Services Manager for Clark County Public 
Health’s Environmental Health Department for the past two years. Prior to moving into 
the field of public health, Jonnie earned a Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from the 
University of Wisconsin, and had over 20 years of experience in the mental health field 
as a clinician, manager and founder/Executive Director of a community mental health 
center and mental health free clinic. Since joining Clark County Public Health, she has 
been awarded a grant to attend a NACCHO/CDC Health Impact Assessment training, 
was a co-presenter on Health Impact Assessments at last year’s Joint Conference, 
presented ―A Day In the Life of Environmental Public Health‖ posters at the NEHA con-
ference in Atlantic City, and facilitated the creation of an annual ―Healthy Community 
Design‖ and ―Sustainable Community Design‖ awards banquet in Clark County. She is 
interested in increasing public appreciation of the essential health services we provide, 
promoting health equity, and voicing our field’s unique perspective on how the built 
and natural environment relate to the growth of healthy and sustainable communities.       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2007 WSEHA Board Election Nominee’s 

 Presidential Nominees  
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Steven J. Garrett is employed by Lewis County Environmental Health, and has 
worked as an Environmental Health Specialist there for 15 years.  He currently is as-
signed the hazardous waste and solid waste programs, but has worked in all other 
fields of environmental health, including emergency response planning, and on-
site.  Prior to working in environmental health, he spent 25 years in private enterprise, 
including 11 years as a flavor chemist in essential oils and 13 years self-employed re-
storing antique and classic automobiles.  Steve has a Bachelor of Science degree in 

2007 Elections Continued; Treasurer Nominee   

  

  

  

Washington State Environmental Health Association  

General Membership Meeting  

  

Monday, October 8, 2007  

12:15 PM ï 1:15 PM  

  

At the Joint Conference on Health  

Yakima Convention Center  
  

  

  

A link to the WSEHA ballot with voting instructions can be found at: 
 

http://www.wseha.org/wseha/2007ballot.pdf  
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 PARTNERSHIP AND HARD WORK YIELD NEW  

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH INTERNSHIP PROGRAM  

After four years of planning and meetings, the Environmental Health Division of Public Health -  Seat-

tle and King County (PHSKC)  has committed to and implemented  an internship program. Their  
EH Labor Management Committee spearheaded this effort via a Workforce Development subcommittee 

that included Division Director,  Dr. Ngozi Oleru, and Larry French. Dr. Oleru has  promoted the 

Workforce Development concept for the Division, and French was motivated to help in-

terns after his son, Brent French (now with EH  at  Snohomish County Health District), 
found no intern opportunities within PHSKC when he was a UW EH student.  

 The goals of this intern program  were simple: promote our profession and support the pro-

grams of local academia. Working closely with the University of Washington's Dr. David Kal-

man,  James Meadows, & Chuck Treser  to strengthen that  relationship, their UW staff have ac-

tively included the County's  EH representatives in major program changes. Updating the curriculum 

making it "real" to better reflect what environmental health is today as well as taking input from 
a new advisory committee made up of public health representatives, UW staff and industry partners. 
This has resulted in a five fold increase in the student enrollment in the UW's EH program. Now that's 

progress! 

  An EH subcommittee was formed to design and implement a formal internship program. Members 

include Bill Lawrence, Sharon Hopkins, Charles Wu, Dan Moran, Julie West, Jeff Ketchel and as chair, 

Larry French. The committee made  recommendations to the  Division and to the UW  on how the in-
tern program would work, who would be involved,  and how it would be funded. Working with James 

Meadows of the UW and Julie West with EH, grant monies have already been secured  to provide some 
funding. Local 17 has also been very supportive of this concept as we all look to the future and the 

growth of our  environmental health profession. 

 Ideas for intern summer projects were solicited from within EH  PHSKC. Nine projects were 

proposed and six were approved using a simple set of criteria. Seven intern positions 

would be required for these six projects. Project profiles ranged from surveying medical 
businesses in King County asking about pharmaceutical management, mercury sphygmo-

manometers and child blood lead testing to evaluating 300 commercial food waste collec-

tion establishments to developing new educational tools for food program staff.  

 The intern project profiles were posted at the University of Washington and Seattle Pacific 
University as those agencies currently hold contacts with PHSKC.   13 students applied and 

interviews were conducted.  

 The seven interns will begin their new adventure on June 11th with an orientation hosted 

by Dr.Oleru.  

 What's next? There are hopes to fund more internships in 2008 and expand the opportu-

nities for environmental health students. Everyone involved with this project agrees that it 

is a critical investment in the future of environmental health.  

Larry French  

Public Health Seattle & King County  
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WSEHA would like to thank its newest members for their support. 
 
Molly Burke, Whatcom County Health Department 
 
Luis Flores, Whatcom County Health Department 
 
Timothy Hartford, Snohomish Health District 
 
Joshua Leinbach, Whatcom County Health Department 
 
John McFadden, Lewis County Health Department  
 
Cezanne Murphy-Levesque, Lewis County Health Department 
 
Trevor Priestly, Whatcom County Health Department 
 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Terry ―T.R.‖ Strong of Seabeck, WA died from injuries suffered from an auto accident 
on August 27th. He was 70 years of age. Terry was born to Rupert and Maxine 
(Kemp) Strong on April 23, 1937 in Bremerton, WA. 
 
He graduated from Bremerton High School in 1955, Olympic College in 1957, Wash-
ington State University in 1959 and received his Master’s Degree from the University 
of Michigan. On August 12, 1961, he married Kaye Thompson in Bremerton.  
 
Terry worked for the Chelan County Health Department and in 1967, started work for 
the Washington State Department of Health. After 32 years with the State, Terry re-
tired in 1999. After retiring, Terry focused on his musical career and played in several 
jazz bands.  
 
He was a member of the Wenatchee and Olympia Elks Clubs, serving as chief musi-
cian. Terry was the current president of the Master Gardener Foundation of Kitsap 
County. He was also the trombonist with ―No Inhibitions‖ jazz band. Terry never tired 
of learning about new things. He had numerous hobbies and interests.  
 
Terry is survived by his wife, Kaye of Seabeck, WA; sons, Bryan (Kimberly) Strong of 
Annandale, VA and Barry (Erika) Strong of Olympia, WA; sister, Kathy (Jose Leos) 
Slayer of Tacoma, WA; and four grandchildren, Justine, Jessica, Robyn and Kathy.  

Terry T.R. Strong Memorial 
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The REHS/RS Test: Could you pass the test again?   

 

1. How many human cases of West Nile    

Virus did Washington have in 2006? 

 

A. 0 

B. 1 

C. 3 

D. 10 

 

2.   How many local health departments /

districts are there in Washington? 

 

A. 25 

B. 30 

C. 35 

D. 40 

 

3. Which of the following is a disinfection 

byproduct of chlorinated water? 

 

A. Polybrominated-biphenyl-ethers 

B. Polybrominated-biphenyls 

C. Trihalomethanes 

D. Polychlorinated-biphenyls 

 

4. What is the proper cooking temperature of 

ground buffalo 

 

A. 140 F 

B. 145 F 

C. 155 F 

D.  165  F 

 

5. Which of the following soil types has the 

fastest percolation rate (min/in) 

 

A. Fine sand 

B. Sandy loam 

C. Gravel 

D. Clay loam 

 

 

 

 

6. Which of the following animals is a likely 

reservoir of Salmonella? 

 

A. Turtles 

B. Ducks 

C. Snakes  

D. All of the above 

 

7.   Which of the following disinfectants       

leaves a residual in water? 

 

A. Chlorine 

B. UV light  

C. Ozone 

D. All of the above 

 

8. Asbestos is a  

 

A. Mineral 

B. Molecule 

C. Bacteria 

D. Virus 

 

9. Which of the following disease is tick 

borne? 

 

A. Tularemia 

B. Swimmers itch 

C. Shigellosis 

D. None of the above 

 

10. Which of the following is the largest parti-

cle? 

 

A. Alpha particle 

B. Beta particle 

C. Gamma Particle 

D. X-Ray 

 

 

 

Answers: 1.C 2.C 3.C 4.C 5.C 6.D 7.A 8.A 9.A 10.A 
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NOWRA & EPA Sponsor Special Workshops to 

Guide Regulators in Updating & Changing Codes 
  

Is your county or state faced with the dilemma of needing to up-
date or create codes and regulations to address the new technologies for decen-
tralized systems?  Then we have just the answer for you! 
 
With the completion of the ―Model Code Framework for the Decentralized Wastewater 
Infrastructure‖, NOWRA has been conducting a series of workshops for regulators on 
how to understand and use this work to evaluate, revise, or develop codes governing 
onsite technologies and the use of decentralized systems has been underway.  These 
workshops, conducted by NOWRA, are part of an overall education and outreach pro-
gram for regulators and policy officials who manage onsite and decentralized systems 
within a regulatory framework.  This is one valuable program that regulators, designers, 
engineers and anyone working in the industry can use.  Breakout sessions are structured 
with examples of specific issues to discuss so that participants can learn how they could 
be used to address their situations. 
 
For industry practitioners in the states of Washington and Oregon, this workshop will oc-
curs on October 10, in conjunction with the Washington State Public and Environmental 
Health Associations’ 14th Annual Joint Conference.  The workshop will be held at the 
Yakima Convention Center, Yakima, Washington.  There is no charge for t he workshop. 
Each participant receives 6 CEU’s, certificate, and CD of the Model Code Documents. 
 
The Model Code Framework was written and developed by a number of onsite regulators 
who are part of NOWRA’s Model Code Committee, who are also part of the workshop 
leadership team. 
 
Workshop leaders include:  Dr. Richard Otis, who has spent the majority of his 30-year 
career working in the onsite industry; Anthony (Tony) Smithson, Director and regulator 
with the Lake County, Illinois Health Department; Mark Hooks, a former regulator with 
the Florida Department of Environmental Health, Mike Corry, former Wisconsin regulator, 
and former chair of the Code Committee with primary responsibilities in producing the 
document; and Linda Hanifin Bonner, NOWRA’s Executive Director. 

 
 

 
Workshop Details   
October 10, 2007 – 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
6 CEU’s and certificates of completion are awarded 
Location: Yakima Convention Center – Yakima, Washington.   

Lodging is available at the Red Lion and Howard Johnson Hotels.  

www.wspha.org  or www.modelcode.org  

http://www.wspa.org/
http://www.modelcode.org/
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I wish I had written this article two weeks ago while the Huskies were still 2 and 0.  Still 
2 and 2 is better than we have seen for a while.  However, within the hallowed halls 
things are actually going quite well.  Last year (the 2006-2007 academic year) enroll-
ment in the undergraduate program at UW reach 62 students.  Many of them gradu-
ated and are now gainfully employed, preparing to continue their education in graduate 
or professional school, or still seeking employment. 
 
In fact enrollment is so strong that we are moving to a competitive admissions require-
ment, meaning that only the strongest students will be accepted into the program.  In-
terest in environmental health and public heath remain strong at UW.  There are over 
100 students enrolled in the introductory EH course each time it is offered (Autumn 
and Spring Quarters). 
 
As you have seen on page 10 in this newsletter we have entered into a formal intern-
ship program arrangement with Public Health Seattle & King County.  This effort builds 
on a long tradition of placing students in our local health agencies to receive practical 
training and experience in the operation of environmental health programs.  The pro-
gram was greatly enhanced by a grant from the Seattle Biotech Legacy Foundation to 
support one intern for the summer.  Both PHSKC and the UW DEOHS are hopeful that 
we can see this kind of support continue and expand with other foundations. 
 
In addition to the student supported through funds from the Seattle Biotech Legacy 
Foundation, a second student working with PHSKC received support from the Associa-
tion of Environmental Health Academic Programs (AEHAP).  Each year, the National 
Sanitation Foundation provides funding to AEHAP to support an NSF Scholar.  This 
year Kazuhiro Okumura was selected as the NSF Scholar.  Mr. Okumura, along with 
his other intern activities, worked on a special project reviewing surfactant and clean-
ing product products used in the janitorial industry for compliance with NSF/Green-
Blue/CleanGredients/EPA DfE standards. 
 
Speaking of internships, we had 18 EH students participating in internships this past 
summer.  Several of the students were working in research oriented internships with 
local and UW laboratories or clinical settings; one student worked with the American 
Lung Association of Washington; and, two of our students worked on health related 
projects in Vietnam over the summer.  However, as been true for many years, the ma-
jority of the students gained experience with local health departments in Washington.  
Three of them worked the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department in the recrea-
tional water program; five worked with PHSKC, and one each with the Snohomish 
Health District and Chelan-Douglas Health District.  We are deeply appreciative of the 
effort and support given to our students to ensure that they received a rewarding and 
enriching experience.  The feedback which we have received has been tremendous.  
Thank you. 
  Chuck Treser, Undergraduate Program Advisor 

An Update from the Undergraduate Environmental Health 
Program at the University of  Washington  

Go Huskies!!!!  
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Occupational H&S           
Land/Use Planning 
Radiological Health   
Institutional EH&S    

Vector Control  
Recreational Facilities 
Bioterrorism/Emergency Prep. 
General Public Health     

Hazardous Waste 
Noise Pollution 
International Health 
Occupational H&S           

Food Protection 
Housing 
Water Quality 
Solid Waste 

Air Quality  
Wastewater 
Law & Process   
Administration 

Washington State Environmental Health Association, Inc. 
Membership Application 

 
The Washington State Environmental Health Association (WSEHA) is a nonprofit professional and educational organization. It was 
established in 1946 to provide a forum for dialogue and a vehicle for advanced training opportunities. WSEHA enhances individual 
and collective expertise, promotes professional growth, and revitalizes Environmental Health endeavors. The Association is en-
riched by the diversity of ideas and orientations of its members, who represent both the public and private sectors. For a copy of the 
WSEHA code of Ethics visit the website at www.wseha.org or contact Kathy Kondakjian at kathy@wseha.org. 
 
Categories of Membership (please mark next to the category that applies). 
 
_____ Regular Membership - Persons who are active in the field of environmental health or related educational activities, who 
have a minimum of a bachelors degree from an accredited college or university. ($50/yr.)  
 
_____ Associated Membership - Persons who are active in the field of environmental or related activities, but do not meet the 
minimum requirements of regular membership. ($50/yr.)  
 
_____ Student Membership - Persons who are working towards a bachelors or higher degree in sanitary science, public health, 
environmental health or related academic field. ($5/yr.) 
 
_____ Subscribing Members - Persons residing outside of the state of Washington whose principle membership benefit is receipt 
of the WSEHA Newsletter and other generally distributed information. ($20/yr.) 
 
_____ Affiliate Membership - Professional of civic organizations which share the goals and objectives of WSEHA and wish to im-
prove communications and coordination of mutual programs. ($75/yr.)   
 
_____ Emeritus Membership - May be awarded by the WSEHA Board of Directors to persons who have been active in the field of 
environmental health for at least twenty years, including at least five years as a member of WSEHA, and who have retired because 
of age or disability. (No charge.)  
 

 

 

 

 

First     MI   Last    Degree(s) 

 

Job Title      Agency/Organization 

 

Work Address      City    State/Zip 

 

Work Phone   Fax Number  Email Address  

 

Home Address       City    State/zip  

      Use as my primary mailing address: (  ) Work  (  ) Home 

Alternative Email Address 

Major Interest Areas: (Please circle all that apply) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make check payable to WSEHA and mail to: WSEHA, 4617-144th Place S.E., Snohomish, WA 98296-6919 

 

I have read and agree to abide by the WSEHA Code of Ethics. Signature___________________ Date _________ 

Memberships no longer expire October 1st! 

Join or renew your WSEHA membership now and receive a full year of membership. 


