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Submitted by Joe Graham  

Nominations and Awards Committee Chair  
 

Sue Kennedy, an Environmental Health Specialist in 
Lewis County, and Tom Kunesh, the Food Safety 
Program Manager in Whatcom County, received 
WSEHA awards at the 2008 Joint Conference on 
Health held in Yakima October 5-8. 
  
Sue Kennedy received the Environmental Health 
Professional of the Year Award for her contributions 
to the field of environmental health above and be-
yond the usually expected level of performance.  In 
addition to her continuous improvements to the Lewis 
County Drinking Water Program, Sue displayed ex-
traordinary leadership and professionalism in re-
sponding to the environmental health emergency fol-
lowing the devastating December 2007 flood in Lewis 
County.  Sue also wrote successful grant applications 
to help pay for community water supplies in two 
Lewis County rural communities.  Sueôs nomination 
included supportive comments and praise from the 
Chair of the Lewis County Board of Health, various 
county employees, Washington State Department of 
Health staff, and members of the drinking water in-
dustry. 

Tom Kunesh was given the Jack Hatlen Inspirational 
Award for his extensive commitment to WSEHA and 
his inspiration to other environmental health profes-
sionals through his enthusiastic involvement in the 
association.  Tom has been instrumental in organiz-
ing training opportunities for environmental health 
professionals. During 2004, 2005, and 2006, he 
served as Annual Educational Conference chair, co-
chair, or Speaker Committee chair. In 2007, he 
served as WSEHA co-chair for the Joint Conference 
on Health (JCH) and in 2008, he served again as 
lead for WSEHA on the speaker selection committee 
for the JCH.  He has always made decisions in these 
roles with careful consideration of the needs of 
WSEHA members.  Current and former DOH and 
local environmental health professionals were among 
those endorsing Tom for this award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue and Tom are among many environmental health 
professionals worthy of recognition.  Please consider 
nominating the best professionals you work with for 
WSEHA awards.  A list of awards and criteria for 
each can be found at: http://www.wseha.org/
nominations.htm  Please contact Joe Graham at 360-
236-3305 or joe.graham@doh.wa.gov if you have 
questions about the awards nomination process. 

Sue Kennedy, Lewis County 
Environmental Health Professional of the Year 

Tom Kunesh, Whatcom County 
Jack Hatlen Inspirational Award 

http://www.wseha.org/nominations.htm
http://www.wseha.org/nominations.htm
mailto:joe.graham@doh.wa.gov
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WSEHA Office Location and 
Contact Information 

 
103 Sea Pines Lane 

Bellingham, WA  98229-9363 
Website: www.wseha.org 

Phone (360) 738-8946     
Fax (360) 738-8949 

Kerri Wagner, Executive Secretary 
kerri@wseha.org 

 
 

WSEHA Board of Directors  
 

President  
Bruce Scherling (360) 397-8428 
Bruce.scherling@clark.wa.gov 

 
President Elect  

Geoffrey Crofoot (425) 339-5250 
Gcrofoot@shd.snohomish.wa.gov 

 
Immediate Past President  
Ned Therien (360) 236-4103 

Ned.therien@doh.wa.gov 
 

Secretary  
Vikki Barthels (509) 324-1475 
vbarthels@spokanecounty.org 

 
Treasurer  

Steve Garrett (360) 740-1233 
Steve.garrett@lewiscountywa.gov 

 
Central Regional Vice President  

(Vacant) 
 

Northwest Regional Vice President  
Tom Kunesh (360) 676-6724 
tkunesh@co.whatcom.wa.us 

 
Olympic Regional Vice President  

Jodie Holdcroft (360) 337-5629 
holdcj@health.co.kitsap.wa.us 

 
Southwest Regional Vice President  

Tom Gonzales (360) 397-8154 
Tom.gonzales@clark.wa.gov 

 
 

WSEHA Committees  
 

Webmaster  
Richard Pedlar (360) 236-3115 

rwpedlar@comcast.net 
 

International Health  
Ross Lytle (360) 337-5677 

lytler@health.co.kitsap.wa.us 
 

Nominations and Awards  
Joe Graham (360) 236-3305 

Joe.graham@doh.wa.gov 
 

 

Next Newsletter 
Deadline: 

 

July 31, 2009 

The Washington State Environmental Health Association 

Newsletter is the official publication of WSEHA.  Membership 

in WSEHA includes a subscription to the newsletter.  Manu-

scripts for publication must be type -written and submitted 

via e-mail to kerri@wseha.org, or on a computer disk mailed 

to WSEHA at the address above.  Membership in WSEHA is 

not required for acceptance of articles in the newsletter. 

 

Opinions expressed in articles published in the WSEHA 

newsletter should not be accepted necessarily as statements 

of policy or opinions of WSEHA. 



Presidentõs 

Message 
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Hello and greetings to the members of WSEHA. 
 

As I write this, I am riding on the bus from Vancouver to Ste-
venson, through the Columbia River Gorge. Sun is finally a 
welcome friend, yet the basalt ridges above the river are 
looking down with substantial amounts of snow still tucked 
into the numerous crags and inaccessible shelves.  Winter 
was long and hard this year.  The rains continue to continue. 
Spring and the warmer weather invigorates the land around 
us. We humans also enjoy the energy and change of seasons. 
 

We are well into the new year. Tight budgets are still not 
finalized.  Our elected representatives are making the tough 
choices of balancing community needs with estimated fund-
ing streams. This year started with tainted food products, 
substantial media coverage and national recalls.  In some 
locations, newly elected officials were quoted as saying won-
derfully naive things about public health, while other elected 
officials recognize the need for change in food safety proce-
dures.  So, 2009 has started with a bang, with food, water, 
land development, air quality, climate change, energy, im-
ports, and virus transmission under the magnifying glass.  
And above all else, economics tend to drive the decision 
process.  When public health is stripped to the bare bones for 
program evaluation, the environmental programs of water 
quality, sewage treatment, and safe food handling practices 
will always remain on the table.  This requires us to maintain 
a level of expertise in these areas, constantly adjusting to 
changing best practices and evolving events and lessons 
learned. 
 

¢ƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƳŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧέΧ
and what is new about this scenario in the life of Environ-
ƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘΚέ 
 

Many of us sanitarians with experience under our belt have 
been tested in our chosen fields.  Changes have been the one 
constant throughout recent years.  Of all the college classes 
and degrees obtained in prior decades, our best and fore-
most tool is our critical thinking skills.  Our strength is our 
ability to review data, understand interrelation processes, 
and apply problem solving principles of a scientist.  We are 

the trained experts in our field.  We are the experienced 
resources in our community.  While it is understandable 
to feel weary in light of the current constraints, we are 
the trained professionals, the experts who stand tall un-
der the myriad specialty areas we call Environmental 
Health.  Some of us are generalists, almost a throw back 
to the days when the sanitarian wore all the hats of a 
holistic approach to environmental public health.   Some 
of us are specialists, whose current tasks relate to a spe-
cific segment of environmental health.  The truth is, it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to remain a generalist, 
because the responsibility of remaining current in multi-
ple fields means an almost unending series of training 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΧǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅ-to-day work we are 
paid to complete. 
 

First and foremost, we must remember who we are and 
what values we represent.  When Dr. Snow used science 
and problem-solving skills to identify a contaminated 
water source, and took action to prevent the further 
spread of disease, he paved the way for all of us. 
 

I encourage you to maintain a holistic perspective on the 
myriad environmental health issues we face.  Make a 
decision to attend available AEC conferences. Your 
WSEHA Board recognizes the need to maintain the EH 
identity unique to AEC 
conferences.  Your 
WSEHA Board also rec-
ognizes the need to 
make adjustments to 
the older AEC formats 
by supplying targeted 
training and updates in 
your field at the lowest 
possible expense to 
departments and budg-
ets.   I have always been a strong proponent to maintain 
cross training as best as possible.  I would even encour-
age you to consider training or seminars in other areas 
not strictly related to your current job description.  Make 
a decision to attend trainings organized or sponsored by 
WSEHA.  Webinar (wed-based trainings), teleconferenc-
ing and other emerging technologies bring interactive 
training and classes direct to the sanitarians at minimal 
cost.  Your WSEHA Board is actively moving forward with 
using some of these technologies.  Make a decision to 
attend the NEHA conference, held in Atlanta this year.  
aŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŦǊŜŜέ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ 
held in your local departments or community, as they 
relate to environmental health. 
 

   άΦΦΦǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ  
   remember who  
   we are and what  
    values we  
    ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦέ 

Bruce Scherling 
 WSEHA President  

...Continued on Page 4 



In short, the Public Health community at large is adjusting 
to current world conditions, which means more coordina-
tion between other agencies and other communities.  Dis-
ease does not recognize jurisdictional boundaries.  Living 
now, in the age of emergency preparedness and response, 
I remind folks that the relationships developed during the 
quiet times, the table-tops and the exercises are the impor-
tant foundations for removing embarrassing assumptions 
and miscommunications when time is critical and real lives 
are at risk.  The current H1N1 influenza may be the perfect 
time to review our response plans and make adjustments 
to improve effective coordination with policy-level indi-
viduals, community agencies and key businesses.  Debriefs 
and hot washes must include honest conversations about 
isolation and quarantine.  Most of us understand that for 
social distancing to be effective, the hard decisions must be 
made early to effectively sequester sustained human-to-
human transmission and avoid losing control of a disease 
outbreak within a community. And, as a reminder, during 
ŀƴ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ 
events of food safety, water systems and proper sewage 
treatment. 
 
As a final note to close this letter, in all things we must 
remember who we are and what we do.  We are the ones 
who quietly prevent disease and minimize outbreaks.  We 
do this by maintaining consistent standards based on les-
sons learned from prior emergencies and events.  I know it 
is a terrible cliché, but we truly stand on the shoulders of 
those who have gone before us. If we do our jobs right, 
nobody hears about it.  We are the ones who have science-
ōŀǎŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΧǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
in a broad range of environmental community health sys-
tems.  As I mentioned in the opening, the deep snow that 
remains in the upper crags and inaccessible basalt shelves 
in the Columbia River Gorge this spring remind us that 
there is a cycle of events in motion at all times.  Sometimes 
we are called to be active participants, whether we like it 
or not.  Other times we are simply along for the ride.  Ei-
ther way, we must be prepared to consistently apply 
sound, science-based, environmental public health princi-
ples. 
 

Later, 
 
Bruce Scherling, 
President, WSEHA 

WSEHA Has Moved  
And We Have a New  
Executive Secretary  

 
The WSEHA office has moved.  Here is our contract 
information: 
 

103 Sea Pines Lane 
Bellingham, WA  98229-9363 

Phone (360) 738-8946 
Fax (360) 738-8949 

 
Our new Executive Secretary is Kerri Wagner.  Some 
of you may remember her - she was WSEHAôs Ex-
ecutive Secretary from January 2001ðAugust 2004.  
Welcome Back! 

Presidentõs Message Contõd... 

WSEHA Executive Secretary, Kerri Wagner , with 
Bruce Scherling , WSEHA President 

Many thanks go to Geoffrey Crofoot, President Elect, 
for his volunteer help in moving the WSEHA office. 
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Your WSEHA Board  
 

From left to right:  Geoffrey Crofoot , Presi-

dent Elect; Michael Baker , Eastern Regional 

Vice President; Steve Garrett , Treasurer; 

Vikki Barthels , Secretary; Tom Gonzales , 

Southwest Regional Vice President; Jodie 
Holdcroft , Olympic Region Vice President; 

Bruce Scherling , WSEHA President; Tom 
Kunesh, Northwest Regional Vice President; 

and Ned Therien , Past President 

Pool Operatorôs Manual 
A Guide for Safe and Healthy Op-

eration of Swimming and Spa 
Pools  

 
Manuals are available for $25 or $20 
when purchasing a quantity of 10 or 
more. WSEHA members rate is $20 
per manual. 
 
Please make check payable to 
WSEHA and mail to: 
 

WSEHA 
103 Sea Pines Lane 

Bellingham, WA  98229-9363 


