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Background
In May 2013, Friendly Water for the World received a grant of $3,200 from the Washington State Environmental Health Association. We approached Friendly Water’s DRC-Congo Representative Eliphaz Bashilwango to choose a village or community for a clean water intervention. We asked him specifically to make sure that his choice had a high probability of success, as it was to be our first project in the Congo.

He chose the village of Kahororo, in a low-lying area halfway between Uvira, Congo, and Bujumbura, Burundi. It is a Batwa/Pygmy village – really a reservation. The Batwa/Pygmy people are a highly oppressed minority, rather like American Indians, making up less than 1% of the total population, who were once forest dwellers and hunters, but now gathered into small areas of mostly non-arable land.

Kahororo is surrounded by water and marshes. There was no school, no health clinic, no road, no significant buildings of any kind. Unemployment is essentially 100%. The people remembered only a single outside intervention in their past, when United Nations troops passed through in 2004, raped some of the women, and gave them HIV. Life expectancy is under 35, and more than half of the children died before the age of five, almost all the result of waterborne illnesses. 

The Intervention

With the funds received, Friendly Water for the World provided two steel molds and a toolkit under our long-term loan agreement for use in producing BioSand Filters, and enough materials to build the first 30-35 Filters. Eliphaz trained a group of 16 women and 14 men for six days in fabricating, distributing, installing and maintaining the Filters, as well as providing training in community sanitation and hygiene. 
In 38 days, 31 BioSand Filters were built and installed. A formal BioSand group was formed, and leader elected. More materials were requested and provided, so that Filters could also be sold outside of the community. Over the next six months, 85 BioSand Filters were built and installed in Kahororo.

Results

Major improvements in health were seen within three weeks. Over the course of the next year, under-five child mortality was reduced by more than 90%, from as many as a child death every three days, to as few as one every six months. Longevity increased among adults as well. A school was started. The group began selling Filters to surrounding communities.

A World Bank committee charged with improving the conditions of Batwa/Pygmy people heard about the “miracle of Kahororo” and visited Kahororo in January 2015. The residents told them they wanted to spread the work to other Batwa/Pygmy communities.
One person trained – Konka Shindano – became a BioSand technician. In September 2015, at Friendly Water for the World’s request, he traveled almost 500 miles away, to Beni and Butembo in the far northeastern corner of the Congo to train other Batwa/Pygmy communities. It turned out he spoke the same languages (Kimpute/Killesse), and the fact that he could teach technical skills was seen as extraordinary. His presence was much sought-after by village leaders and the length of his trip had to be doubled. He is likely to return there to assist with future trainings in 2016. 
Kahororo village leader Anania Shigira says, “Water is Life, and is a fundamental life. As one on the fundamental rights, life can now be returned to my community and my people are revitalized because we now have access to clean water through BioSand Water Fitlers. Thank you! We note that the sustained action of Friendly Water for the World is the first intervention toward the development of Kahororo since the world began. We were yesterday forgotten, discriminated against, and marginalized, but today we now have become proud and worthy thanks to the BioSand Filter program."

Konka Shindano, Trainer & Technician
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For me, Friendly Water for the World is a great success because it provides a wonderful technology: the BioSand Water Filter.  As of today, with the help of Friendly Water, we have already constructed 85 Filters. This allows us to meet the current needs of our community, and improves our hopes for future generations. Our vocation is to share knowledge about this innovative, low-cost technology, and the know-how about water issues and sanitation with our own and surrounding communities. 

Our life here is characterized by extreme poverty. The most important thing that we can help our people with is to reduce health problems related to sanitation and hygiene. Our people lack the very basics of hygiene education, and resources. Our community needs help understanding these basics, and we call for the support of Friendly Water for the World to provide more hygiene and sanitation awareness workshops, and also to donate water buckets, jars, and cups. Thank you!!!
Irene Leya and Her Children
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The indigenous population has been marginalized and forgotten. Not to thank Friendly Water for changing that would be ingratitude. Infant mortality rate was ten times higher in Kahororo camp than in the surrounding communities. Before the intervention of Friendly Water for the World, Kahororo community had no access to clean water. The consumption of contaminated water and inadequate water supply is the origin of 100% of deadly waterborne diseases in our camp. Because of Friendly Water, we are fortunate to be able to save the lives of many people over the past two years. Before, our children suffered from big belly syndrome, diarrhea, etc., but today I am happy to witness that they are recovering their normal health and they are less susceptible to such diseases. Our children are now healthy despite their difficult lives.

Both adults and children in our community are expressing their feeling of gratitude and unconditional love for Friendly Water for the World, and its gesture towards oppressed Kahororo. I have a special thank you for all the donors who made this project possible and ask them to keep their generous donations coming. There are many more communities in desperate need for clean water. Also a big Thank You to all those who helped Kahororo, and thank you to all those who are supporting Friendly Water for the World.
FAIDA SADIKI, Mother of Two Children
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The most basic human need is water. The consumption of contaminated water has killed lot of people for a long time, but today thanks to the action of Friendly Water for the World, water is saving lives again.  The demand for BioSand Water Filters is exponentially growing, especially among our neighbors.

I want to take in this opportunity to recommend to Friendly Water for the World to continue to ensure the delivery of effective and appropriate humanitarian projects through sustainable BioSand Filter construction projects and by strengthening and supporting the capacity of local partner groups. May the Lord always be with you, guiding your way.  Long live Friendly Water for the World. Thank you.
KWIBE DJUMA, Leader of Kahororo BioSand Filter Group
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We are proud to be the first project of Friendly Water for the World in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. We hope to continue working with your wonderful organization and to continue the good relations between us. We also express our pleasure to have Eliphaz Bashilwango as your representative and member of the Friendly Water for the World team. Thank you for your good work and ongoing monitoring.

Since 2013, we have worked very well with Friendly Water for the World, and we are proud of our work, your report, and our group. We are honored to have good relations with Friendly Water for the World, and we hope you continue to honor your great work.
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We Stopped Cholera
November 29, 2015

Press Advisory


Olympia, Washington-Based Clean Water Group Eliminates Cholera in 26 Orphanages in the Congo
When Michael’s brother in the Leve Moi orphanage died after writhing in pain for three days, Michael was too sick to cry. And now it was happening to his best friend. Ten others had died in the previous month. All the kids were in shock, and the orphanage staff as well. All the children had died in the orphanage itself; there was no money for a hospital, little for medication, and they couldn’t even afford coffins. Every child was traumatized. All anyone could think of was whether he or she would be next.

In Goma, a city of a million people in eastern Congo-DRC, with 600,000 refugees ringing the city, there is not a drop of clean water. Since January 2015, there have been more than 100,000 documented cases of cholera, with over 2,000 deaths. Overall, in the past three years, there have been far more cholera deaths in the Congo and surrounding countries than all ebola-related deaths worldwide combined.

It has been worse for the 3,800 children in the 26 orphanages in the city, most of which were established to take in orphans from the 17-year war which killed almost seven million people. Friendly Water for the World Medical Officer Dr. Kambale Musubao visited all 26, documenting more than 700 cholera cases between January and June, and at least 67 deaths, almost one out of every ten confirmed cases. 

Friendly Water for the World (www.friendlywater.net) had trained two teams of BioSand Filter fabricators (one made up entirely of women rape survivors from the war.)  Over the past two months, Dr. Kambale and his colleagues have installed BioSand Water Filters in all 26 orphanages, and taught basic hygiene and community sanitation. As of September 2nd, there is not a single case of cholera in any orphanage in Goma. 

“It’s no miracle,” said Friendly Water for the World Board Chairman David Albert, “It’s just good science, strategically and appropriately applied by people who really care.” BioSand Water Filters were invented by Dr. David Manz at the University of Calgary. He patented the technology, which requires no chemicals, electricity, motorized equipment, or moving parts, and is made of all locally available materials, and gave the patent to the world. BioSand Water Filters can remove up to 99% of bacteria, and virtually 100% of viruses, worms, protozoa, and amoeba which cause waterborne illnesses such as cholera, typhoid, bacterial dysentery, Rotavirus, hepatitis A, giardia, and cryptosporidiosis. Friendly Water for the World is a knowledge-sharing and training organization working with communities in 12 countries to help them ensure their own clean water supply. 

“This is a story of hope,” said Jim Cooper, Olympia, Washington City Councilman and President, United Way of the Pacific Northwest, who is serving as the We Stopped Cholera Victory Campaign Co-Chair. “It is proof of how a very little bit can be stretched a very long way. We are humbled by the effort.” The total cost of eradicating cholera in the 26 orphanages was $1,980. On October 13th, the City of Olympia, Mayor, and City Council are proclaiming the week of October 17-24th “We Stopped Cholera Victory Week”. 

Dr. Kambale Musubao is a physician and surgeon in the Congo, who also runs three health clinics for war orphans. He traded in his hospital-based surgery practice, noting, “In the hospital, I could save at most one or two people a day. Working on clean water with Friendly Water for the World, I can save thousands.”
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A celebration with all 3,800 children occurred in Goma on September 20th. Photos are available. Friendly Water for the World kicked off its four-month long We Stopped Cholera Victory Campaign with events in Olympia, Washington October 23-24, featuring awarding-winning humanities scholar Clay Jenkinson of NPR’s “The Jefferson Hour” (http://www.jeffersonhour.com). Information is attached. The aim is to raise enough funds to replicate the Goma effort and support other communities’ efforts to ensure access to clean water by a factor of 50.

*

Interviews with David Albert can be arranged; call 360 918-3642, or e-mail: david@friendlywater.net

Interviews (including Skype interviews) can be arranged with Dr. Kambale. E-mail first at drkambale@friendlywater.net or contact David Albert at 360 918-3642

Interviews with Councilman Cooper can also be arranged. Contact him at jim@uwpnw.org 

More information on BioSand Water Filters can be found at www.friendlywater.net or www.cawst.org 

Photos and videos from Goma are also available.
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FOR RELEASE: APRIL 23, 2016

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT DAVID H. ALBERT AT 360 918-3642

Olympia-Based Clean Water Group Named “National Outstanding Volunteer Organization of the Year”

Friendly Water for the World, an Olympia-based non-profit organization empowering communities all over the world to ensure their own clean drinking water, has been named “National Outstanding Volunteer Organization of the Year” for April’s National Volunteer Week by the International Volunteer Card organization, which provides health and travel insurance and a lot more to volunteer organizations working all over the globe.

“We are gratified, and above all, we want to thank all our volunteers!” said David H. Albert, Friendly Water’s Board Chairman said. “Volunteer Board members, country representatives, medical officers, technical advisors, trainees, and the thousands of people in 13 countries – are all working together to make a difference in our own lives and the lives of our communities.” Albert note that massive volunteer base the organization has in Thurston County, who contributed thousands of hours annually. “We are an all-volunteer organization,” continued Albert, “so obviously we can’t make this happen without our very generous volunteer base here.”

Friendly Water for the World works in countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, as well as in the United States. They describe their mission as working to “expand global access to low-cost clean water technologies and information about health and sanitation through knowledge-sharing, training, community-building, peacemaking, and efforts at sustainability. We empower communities abroad to take care of their own clean water needs, even as we empower people here to make a real difference.” Friendly Water’s vision is of “Our vision is of healthy, self-sustaining, empowered, peaceful communities both here and abroad, sharing our knowledge with each other, with life and hope restored through clean water.”


Albert noted that there are plenty of opportunities for area residents to work with the organization. He encourages people to call 360 918-3642 or send an e-mail to info@friendlywater.net 

----


A description of a recent Friendly Water for the World volunteer effort:

1. Friendly Water for the World (all Volunteers), through God in Us-Africa (a Volunteer organization), trained a group of HIV+ widows in western Rwanda in January/February 2015. The group, calling itself Tunyawamazamezi (“Use Clean Water”). built BioSand Filters for their own families. Their health improved so much, they went into business, and sold 250 BioSand Filters in the last 5 months. The first thing they did as Volunteers is buy health insurance for 59 children in their community. Then they rented a large piece of land, to grow food for themselves, for the market, and to give away to those poorer than themselves. Cost: $2,900 for two steel molds, toolkit, starter material (cement/sand/gravel/tubing), printing, and training. 

2. At the same time, we trained a group of unemployed youth.  Naming their group Amahoro (“Peace”), they built and sold 264 Filters. After bringing funds home to their families, as Volunteers they bought shoes for all the poor kids going to school for the first time, and then 30 goats for really poor people for Christmas. Cost: $2,700 for two steel molds, toolkit, starter material, printing, and training. 

3. The two groups combined, and sent us a request for funds so they could build Filters for 98 more families with HIV. As Volunteers, they donated all the labor, and the community donated all the transportation, so it cost us only $26.02 per Filter. Klamath Falls Friends Church in Oregon (thank you!) paid for the program. But the recipients are paying $3.30 per month for their Filters, all funds going to a community philanthropy fund run by Volunteers. Cost: $2,550 for materials to build 98 BioSand Filters. 


 4. As they installed the Filters, the families got much healthier, virtually immediately. Twenty women joined six of the original women from Tunyawamazamezi as Volunteers, and were trained. The new group, named Dukundane (“Love One Another”) in turn applied to us to build 68 Filters for more families impacted by HIV, and as Volunteers donating all the labor - Filters are costing us $25.88 each! The recipients will pay for their Filters (these at $7 per month). All the funds will go into the same community philanthropy fund. Cost: $1,715 for materials to build 68 BioSand Filters.

Then.... 

By the end of the year, the community philanthropy fund, administered by people – Volunteers - who had been the poorest people in their community, will be Huge (as in YUGE!) There are now 31 operating Friendly Water groups in western Rwanda!

And now, tens of thousands of people have access to clean water. Waterborne illnesses – such as typhoid, bacterial dysentery, even cholera – are disappearing. Children can attend school.  Families have become more productive. Child mortality is plummeting. And people can plan for a life-affirming future
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