INTERNATIONAL HEALTH COMMITTEE

Repairs to Water Treatment Plant

Helene Island, Honduras
The second beneficiary of the 2002 AEC silent auction was the village of Helene.  Helene is a small island in the chain of islands called "The Bay Islands" 30 miles off the coast of mainland Honduras.  Helene is separated from the island of Roatan (the largest of the Bay Islands) by a narrow canal.  The aboriginal inhabitants of the Bay Islands were the Paya Indians.  The black islanders are descendents of African slaves brought over by the Spanish & English in the 17th & 18th centuries. The white Islanders came from England in the 18th century via Cayman and St. Kitts, a few claim dissonancy from the pirates.  Columbus visited the Islands in 1502, they were a pirate base during the 17th century, and in 1850 the British colonized them.  In 1861 limited sovereignty was ceded to Honduras. 

Helene has a population of about 1000 with no roads, water, or power.  A desalination (reverse osmosis) plant was donated but is in need of repair.  The cost to repair the plant is estimated to be $1,000.  Alternative Missions is directing this work and other programs on Helene to help the island children.

If the desalinization plant is not repaired, the people will be forced to drink water from shallow, contaminated wells infiltrated by salt water.  By repairing the desalinization plant, WSEHA is helping to provide clean water for the community.  

